To:  joldhaml@bloomberg. netOoldhaml@bloomberg.net];  Alert  ccardin[cardinc@sjces.net];  Alert 

cdaugherty[daughertyc@sjces.net];  Alert  dcooper[cooperd@sjces.net];  Alert  dvega[vegad@sjces.net]; 
Alert  dyows[yowsd@sjces.net];  Alert  mmestas[mestasm@sjces.net];  Alert 

pthomassen[thomassenp@sjces.net];  Alexandra  Sandoval[alexandra.sandoval@state.nm.us];  Allison 
Majure[Allison.Majure@state.nm.us];  Amanda  Romano[amanda. romano@redcross.org];  Angelique 
Rodriguez[rodrigueza@sanjuancollege.edu];  Aztec  News[editor@aztecnews.com];  Blaine 
Watson[Blaine.Watson@state.nm.us];  Bob  Thomas(KRQE)[Bob.thomas@krqe.com];  Bonnie 
Hopkins[bhopkins@nmsu.edu];  BRENT  HAMILTON[bhamilton@sjrmc.net];  Brian 
Lee[brian. lee@mail.house.gov];  Candace  Hopkins[candacehopkins@krqe.com];  Carpenter, 
Kim[kcarpenter@sjcounty.net];  cbs[hammn@cbsnews.com];  Charles 

Dentino[charles.dentino1@state.nm.us];  Christesen,  Ken[christesen@sjcounty.net];  CHRISTIANA 
ADMIRAL(nps)[Christiana_Admiral@nps.gov];  Connor  J Burton(abc)[connor.j. burton@abc.com]; 
CYNTHIA  SEQUANNA(nps)[Cynthia_Sequanna@nps.gov];  Danene  Sherwood[sherwood7@me.com]; 
Daniel  Trujillo(KRQE)[Daniel. trujillo@krqe.com];  Daniel  Ware[Daniel.J. Ware@bhpbilliton.com];  Danielle 
Shuryn[danielle.shuryn@state.nm.us];  Darren  Wayman[waymand@sanjuancollege.edu];  Dave 
Schaefer(iHeartMedia)[daveschaefer@iheartmedia.com];  David  Burke[dburke@firenet.org];  David 
Nez[david. nez@nndoh.org];  David  Sypher[dsypher@fmtn.org];  Deeann 

Durbin(iHeartMedia)[deeanndurbin@iheartmedia.com];  Derek  Fuller[Derek.Fuller@ic. fbi.gov];  Devan 
Neeley[dneeley@kob.com];  DONICA  SHARPE 
(dsharpe@bloomfieidnm.com)[dsharpe@bloomfieldnm.com];  Dorothy 
Nobis[DNobis@bloomfieldnm.com];  Douglas  AccountiusrDouqlas.Accountius@ihs.gov]; 

^ ...  Helacy@radiodurango.com[elacy@radiodurango.corn]: 

Frank  Fisherffrank.fisher@ic.ft)i.aovl:  Georgette  Allenfamallen@fmtn.orai: 
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Ahmad[HARMAD@sjrmc.nef];  hcieveland@navajb-nsn.g6v[hcleavelahd@navajo-nsn.gov];  J. 
Chandler(KOB)[jchandler@kob.com];  J.  Kolb(KOB)[jkolb@kob.com];  Jim 
DumontOim_dumont@Heinrich.Senate.Gov];  Jimmy  Hodges[Jimmy.Hodges@state.nm.us];  Jodi 
Hooser[aztdjlh@nmcourts.gov];  Jody  CarmanOcarman@fmtn.org];  Johns. Keith[kjohns@sjcounty. net]; 
Jonah  Lustig(abc)[Jonah. M.Lustig@abc.com];  Joshua  RayOray@aztecnm.gov];  Kelsey, 
Joni[kelsey@sjcounty.net];  KOAT[koatdesk@hearst.com];  KOB[News@Kob.com]; 
KRQE[newsdesk@krqe.com];  L.  Alikhani(KOAT)[lalikhani@hearst.com];  Lela 

Hunt[lela.hunt@state.nm.us];  limbackd@sanjuancollege.edu[limbackd@sanjuancollege.edu];  Lincoln, 
Kyle[lincolnk@sjcounty.net];  Luke  Renner[rennerl@sanjuancollege.edu];  M. 
Anderson(KOB)[manderson@kob.com];  M.  Morrissette[mmorrissette@hearst.com];  Malcom, 
Tandra[tmalcom@sjcounty.net];  Hayes,  Mark[hayes. mark@epa.gov];  Michelle  J. 

Kim[michelle.j. kim@abc.com];  Mike  Springer[mspringer@hearst.com];  Paul 
Burt(KRQE)[Paul. burt@krqe.com];  Pete  Attcity[peteattcity@navajo-nsn.gov];  Pete 
Valencia[pete. valencia@mail.house.gov];  radio  durango[news@radiodurango.com];  Randy 
Schmaltz[Randy. Schmaltz@wnr.com];  Renee  Lucero[luceror@sanjuancollege.edu];  Rhonda 
Shaefer[schaeferr@sanjuancollege.edu];  Ripley,  David[dripley@sjcounty.net];  Rob 
Mayes[rmayes@fmtn.org];  Roberta  Rogers[rrogers@sjrmc.net];  Rogers. Sheri[rogerss@sjcounty. net]; 
rpkontz@ntua.com[rpkontz@ntua.com]j_S.  _GriswoJ_d_(_KOB)[sgri_swoJd_@_kob_.cq_m];  Sally 
Burbridge[sburbridge@g  potential. com| Personal  EmaM/Ex.  6 ; Scott 

Mathews(iHeartMedia)[scottmathews@iheartmedia.com"];  Shana  Reeves[sreeves@fmtn.org];  Shannon 
Donnelly[Shannon. Donnelly@conocophillips.com];  Shawn  Williams[shawn.williams@state.nm.us];  Stark, 
Mike[mstark@sjcounty.net];  Susan  Behery[sbehery@usbr.gov];  Susan  Bryan[smontoya@ap.org];  TERI 
TUCKER(nps)[Teri_Tucker@nps.gov];  Terri  Page[tpage@firenet.org];  TODD 
BRINDLE(nps)[Todd_Brindle@nps.gov];  Tommy  Roberts[troberts@fmtn.org];  Webb, 
Daniel[webbd@sjcounty.net];  William  Hall[william. a. hall@ic.fbi.gov];  William 
Watson[wwatson@aztecnm.gov];  Winonna  Begay[winona. begay@ihs.gov] 

From:  Truby,  Michele 

Sent:  Sat  8/15/2015  2:28:57  AM 

Subject:  Ditch  Fluching  begins  - Next  Public  Meeting  Monday 

ditchflushinq  8.14.15.pdf 

Michele  Truby-Tillen  For  Immediate  Release 


4002796 


ED  000552E  00005442-00001 


(505-334-7700) 

trubym@sjces.net 

Ban  on  Drawing  Canal  or  River  Water  into  Ditches  in  San  Juan  County  Lifted  by 

New  Mexico  Departments  of  Environment,  Agriculture,  and  State  Engineer 

Strategic  Plan  for  Flushing  Ditches  Initiated  Along  Animas  & San  Juan  Rivers  to  Hogback 

(Aztec,  NM)  - New  Mexico  Environment  Department  Secretary  Ryan  Flynn,  Agriculture  Secretary  Jeff 
Witte,  and  State  Engineer  Tom  Blaine  today  initiated  the  plan  to  flush  irrigation  ditches,  in  order  to  reduce 
the  Gold  King  Mine  Spill’s  potential  contamination  effects  on  San  Juan  County’s  crops  and  livestock. 
“Today  we  are  initiating  a strategic  plan  for  flushing  ditches  as  a safety  precaution  prior  to  resuming 
irrigation,”  said  Blaine.  “As  part  of  the  Gold  King  Mine  Spill’s  Long  Term  Impact  Team  announced  by 
Governor  Susana  Martinez  this  morning,  our  agencies  are  approaching  this  with  the  same  synchronized 
communication,  expertise,  and  caution  used  throughout  our  response.” 

“We  encourage  San  Juan  County  Ditch  Superintendents  to  start  flushing  ditches  immediately.  Flush 
from  the  diversion  to  the  first  sluice  for  12  hours.  All  head  gates  should  be  closed  and  only  return  gates 
should  be  open  during  this  flushing  operation,”  said  Blaine.  “12  hours  following  flushing,  normal  irrigation 
and  livestock  watering  operations  may  resume.”  Revised  safety  precautions  concerning  the  Gold  King 
Mine  Spill  are  posted  at  www.NMEDRiverWaterSafety.org. 

The  operation  will  begin  at  the  New  Mexico  state  line  along  the  Animas  River  down  to  the  confluence 
with  the  San  Juan  River.  It  will  include  ditches  below  the  San  Juan  River  out  to  Hogback. 

Representatives  of  the  New  Mexico  Office  of  the  State  Engineer’s  Aztec  district  office  are  communicating 
with  Ditch  Superintendents. 

New  Mexico  agency  representatives  on  the  Long  Term  Impact  Review  Team  for  the  Gold  King  Mine  Spill 
(Environment,  State  Engineer,  Agriculture,  Game  and  Fish,  Health,  Homeland  Security,  and  others), 
along  with  the  US  EPA  and  local  officials,  continue  assessing  the  full  impact  of  the  August  5th  event  on 
the  state  for  the  development  and  recommendation  of  safe  practices  for  the  San  Juan  County  region. 

The  Domestic  Water  Well  ban  was  lifted  earlier  today.  All  water  wells  within  the  floodplain  have  been 
determined  to  be  safe.  Water  well  testing  will  continue  tell  noon  on  Saturday,  8/15/15. 

Captain  Patrick  Young  from  the  U.S.  Health  Department  advised  that  there  are  hotlines  set  up  for  the 
public  who  are  concerned  that  they  may  be  exposed  to  contaminated  water. 

Poison  Control  - 1-800-222-1222  and  NM  Department  of  Health  - 505-827-000 

Next  Public  Information  Meeting  will  be  Monday  at  6pm  at  the  Farmington  Civic  Center. 

Specialist  from  the  U.S.  Environmental  Agency,  the  NM  Environmental  Department,  and  NM  State 
Engineers  Office  will  be  on  hand  to  explain  the  results  of  testing  and  how  decisions  to  lift  the  ban  on  wells 
and  develop  a plan  to  flush  irrigation  ditches  were  made. 

# # # 

Potable  water  stations  for  DRINKING  WATER  ONLY  have  been  set  up  for  residents  at  the  following 
locations: 

Aztec: 

less  than  100  gallons  please 

Aztec  RV  Fill  Station  - 201  W.  Chaco  - next  to  City  Hall  and  the  police  station 
Open  all  day 

In  Bloomfield: 

Bloomfield  Fire  Station  - 91 1 N First  St. 

Monday  8/10/15  - Friday  8/14/15  9:00am  - 9:00pm 

In  Farmington: 

Farmington  Fire  Station  #6  - 3101  West  Main  St. 

Sycamore  Park  Community  Center  - 1051  Sycamore  St. 

Monday  8/10/15  - Friday  8/14/15  8:00am  - 8:00pm 
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Bring  your  own  drinking  water  containers.  No  large  tanks. 

LIVESTOCK  AND  RV  WATER  STATIONS 

San  Juan  County  Livestock  - East  of  the  Hogback  - Livestock  Evacuations/Emergency  Water  Delivery 

New  Mexico  State  University  Cooperative  Extension  Service  - 

505-334-9496 

Navajo  Nation  - West  of  the  Hogback  - 
Livestock  Evacuations/Emergency  Water  Delivery 
Navajo  Nation  Livestock  - 505-368-1037  or  928-871-7891 

NAPI  Non-Potable  Water  Fill  Station 
A map  of  the  location  can  be  found  at  www.navajopride.com 
Jeremy  Simpson  505-427-1843 

As  more  information  becomes  available,  updates  will  be  sent  out  via  media  releases  and  on  Facebook  at 
the  following  locations: 

San  Juan  County  Office  of  Emergency  Management  (www.sjcoem.com  and  on  Facebook  - San  Juan 
County  Office  of  Emergency  Management) 

San  Juan  County  Government  (www.sjcounty.net  and  facebook  - San  Juan  County,  New  Mexico. 
Government) 

City  of  Farmington  (www.fmtn.org  and  www.facebook.com/cityoffarmingtonnm) 

Farmington  Fire  Department  (www.facebook.com/Farmingtonfire) 

Farmington  Police  Department  (www.facebook.com/farmingtonpolicedepartmentnm) 

City  of  Aztec  Municipal  Government  Offices  (www.aztecnm.gov  and  facebook  - City  of  Aztec  Municipal 
Government  Offices) 

NMSU  Cooperative  Extension  Service  505-334-9496 

NMED  web  site  www.nmedriverwatersafety.org 

US  EPA  web  site  http://epaosc.org/site/site_profile.aspx?site_id=1 1082 
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